‘Time Capsule has 103-year tradition “” 


Historic items, found 
in Crown ruins, were 


Fad 

fescued from the ruins of 
“the IOOF/Swank building last 
[ised te event coud ne 


‘witnessed the event could have 
‘known that this story began 103 
years ago in Camas. 

It was a big event on June 10, 
1890, in the fledgling town of La 
(Canas, and townsfolk came from 
miles around to be part of the note- 
worthy occasion. 

Although it was a miny June 
morning, more than 100 people 
gathered in a festive spirit around 
the empty lotto See the comerstone 


Sunday finery with long 
I docca (rene with bustles), flow- 
"ered hais, gloves and their Rebekah 


copy of the La Camas News, a 7- 
column, 4-page newspaper of the 
issuc of June 6, 1890, published by 
CW. Philbrick.” The story details 
Several news items and advertise- 
ments found in the 1890 paper and 
concludes with: “The paper and 
Other relics and a copy of the Ca- 
mas Post were replaced in the cor- 
nerstone, where they will remain 
possibly until another generation 
‘occupies the center of the stage.” 

Another item found in the 1912 
ume capsule opening was cven 
more significant It was an official 
handwritten paper dated June }0, 

1890, documenting the beginnings 
ofthe Wide West Lodge 431.0.0.F. 
at La Camas, 

The badly decomposed paper 
states that: “The Lodge was insti- 
tuted on the 25th day of March, 
1886 by G.T. McConnell. The dis- 
Pensation fo institute said Lodge 
was granted by Grand Master 
George D. Hill of Seatue and At- 
tested by Grand Secretary L.T. A. 
‘Shaw of Walla Walla. The follow- 
ing brothers were instituted on the 
night of instilling the Lodge: C.A. 
Bates, Bob Bantett, J.T, Duback, 
R. Dedrick, James Vernon, AE. 
McMasters, James Tallman and 
Joseph Teason. The Lodge started 
in with membership of fourteen, it 
Now hasamembership of fifty seven 
in good standing.” 

A complete listing of the 1890 
membership of the Lodge and 
Rebekah's follows. The document's 
final paragraph is; “We have only 
to recall the loss of our member 
since the Lodge was instimted of 
our beloved brother A.E. 
McMasiers.” 

A copy of the 1889 bylaws and 
constitution of tie La Canfas Lodge 
was included, plus miscellancous 
old coins, including one from the 
Civil War. 

The 1912 folks who examined 
the contents of the 1890 time cap- 
sule added their own items when 
the capsule was reset within the 
comerstone. These included the 
1912 Camas Post, the 1905 consti- 

tution and bylaws of Lodge 43, 
1.0.0F, La Camas and the 1911 
constitution and bylaws of Florence 
Rebekah Lodge 19, 1.0.0.F, La 


op sc ea 


Bes Seeconined than te ey! 
der, with iron caps screwed onto 
both ends, was a time capsule dat- 
ing back o the 1922 construction 
of the building in which it Was 
stored. 

In an informal ceremony this 
moming, Fischer opened the time 
capsule and displayed the contents. 

A listof the contents found in the 
capsule includes several coins; three 

, including a 1912 and 
1922 Camas Post and an 1890 
LaCamas News; a list of officers 
for Wide West Lodge 43 of the 
100F of Camas; a close of business 
report from June 30, 1922, for the 


MEMBERS OF IOOF Lodge 43 are shown here in 1890 when the tion will likely be continued with its placementin an expected new | 
original time capsule, foundrecently Inthe ruins ofthe CrownHome Crown building. (Photo courtesy of Sally Alves) 
Furnishings building, was placed for history. The 103-year tradi- 


Camas. They also threw in some 
coins of the day. 

When the now “old” JOOF build- 
ing was tom down inmid-1922, the 
infamous time capsule was again 
resurrected and reviewed to the 
delight of local citizens. This was 
the beginning of the “flapper” era 
and the days of “bathtub gin.” One 
can imagine folks pulling up in 
their dandy new “Stoller Fords” 
and thinking the unveiling was the 
“cat's meow!” 

The Camas Post May 26, 1922, 
edition (Geo. W. Hopp, editor and 
proprietor) ran a story on its front 
page “Camas Boom Reaches Odd 
Fellows Block,” witha subbeading 
“Architects Engaged to Draw Plans 
and Specification for New Build- 
ing.” 

The story reads: “Camas build- 
ing improvement boom has ex- 
tended with the decision to con- 
struct a new and up to date Odd 
Fellows Block on the site of the 
structure at Fourth and Burton. The 
firm of Houghtaling and Dougan, 
architects of Pordand, has been en- 
gaged to draw plans and specifica- 


First National Bank of Camas; a 
listing of |OOF members; a docu- 
ment that detailed the constitution 
and by-laws of the Rebekah Lodge; 
and a document that detailed the 
constitution and by-laws of the 
100F Lodge. 

The documents related to the 
OOF organization are appropriate 
because the Crown Home Furnish- 
ings building was originally thesite 
of the IOOF Hail. The building was 
also the original location of Swank 
& Co., 2 furniture and hardware 
business owned by Wilmer Swank. 

to Camas historian 
Sally Alves, the (OOF/Swank build- 
ing was one of the few structures in 
downtown Camas to avoid destruc 
tion ina Noy. 15, 1923, fire, 


lions for the new building. They 
also will have the general supervi- 
sion of construction. This is the 
firm which drafted the plans for the 
million dollar Elks Temple in Port- 
land, which is now under construc- 
tion. Building work on the new 
1.0.0.F- block here, itis stated, will 
be under way by the last of June.” 
Also, Houghtaling and Dougan's 
was the same architectural firm that 
designed today's 1925 Sprouse 
Reitz building in Camas. 


Those 1922 business ieaders 
placed back into the time capsule 
all that had gone before plusa 1922 
Camas Post, a financial statement 
from The First National Bank of 
Camas (This was O.F. Johnson's 
bank. Johnson most likely loaned 
money for the building's construc- 
tion), and a one-page stalement by 
the 1.0.0.F. on First National Bank 
letterhead. 


The statement reads: “The fol- 
Jowing are officers of Wide West 
Lodge #431.0,0.F. Camas, Wash., 
‘on this date Sept 6, 1922, when this 
letter is placed in the steel recep- 
tacle which will be buried in the 


“T wasn’t in the (IOOF) lodge at 
the time, but I was bere when they 
built the building,” the 95-year-old 
Belz said. He recognized one of the 
hames on the list of 1OOF officers 


comer stone of the new Odd Fel- 
lows building: E.L. Belknap, Noble 
Grand; Herbert Smith, Vice Grand; 
Lewis Philbrick, Secretary; E.H. 
Tidland, Financial Secretary. Trust- 
ces; C.M. Koplin,E.J. Tucker, E.H. 
Tidland. Building Committee: CE. 
Farr, O.F. Johnson, JJ. Harrington, 
C.M. Koplin, E.H. Tidland.” 
And so it was that constuction 
‘on the new 1.0,0.F/Swank build- 
ing was initiated on Sept 6, 1922, 
with the placing of the comerstone. 
‘With the building committee com- 
prised of all the town leaders, this 
must have been a real community 
effort! They constructed the build- 
ing in the strongest manner with 
huge timbers for beams anda stucco 
exterior. Those 1922 Camas citi- 
zens probably thought it would 
stand for 200 years or longer. 

Although fate and fire caught up 
to the 1922 1.0.0.F. building on 
July 4, 1993, from the ashes mi- 
raculously emerged a well-wam 
time capsule filled with Camas his- 
tory. 

Fischer plans torebuild his lovely 
building sometime in the future, 
hopefully using the four decorative 


building medallions and the dated 
and signed hidden bricks saved from 
the demolished ruins. When the 
comerstone is placed in the new 
building with the time capsule in- 
tact, there iscertain to be acrowdof 
excited townsfolk to witness the 
event. Fischer intends to add im- 
portant items of our day, complete 
with what can be saved from prior 
times. The time capsule will ai 
there in the comerstone until “an- 
other generation occupies the cen- 
ter of the stage.” 

In the meantime, for us histori- 
‘ans, there ismuch more tobe learned 
from what was revealed on July 20, 
We can only gratefully thank those 
1890 citizens who started this very 
important 103-year-old tradition. 

Camas resident Sally Alves is 
an active participant ina namber 
of history related organizations 
including the Camas- Washougal 
Historical Society, Heritage Trust 
of Clark County and the Two 
Rivers Heritage Museum 
fundraising committee. She isalso 
the author of a book on homes 
designed by early Camas area 
architect John RoMer. 


morning. It contained newspapers, 
‘owner, Alan Fischer, ments. (Staff photo by Chit Clohessy} 


